
10  Chapter   1

A workspace function, printC (based on xtable and print.xtable from the xtable package), exports R tabular 
output as .html files. These files can subsequently be opened in a web browser, copy/pasted into a document file 
such as Word, and then edited for appearance and readability. The printC function creates an .html file, named 
“Table.Output.html,” that will be the repository for all the tables you wish to export, edit, and print. To run 
printC, insert the desired command within printC’s parentheses:

This statement quietly exports the frequency distribution to Table.Output.html in the working directory 
(Figure 1.8). Figure 1.8 illustrates how to open the file, select/copy it, and paste it into a Word document. (Hint: 
When selecting the table in the browser, make sure to select the table border, as well as the text inside the table.) 
Figure 1.8 shows the raw.html table in Word, plus an edited version. To be sure, this is a bit labor intensive, but 
the result is quite presentable.

Figure 1.8  Obtaining an Editable Table

1. Open Table.Output.
2. Select/copy the file. 
When selecting the file, 
make sure to begin the 
selection outside the 
border of the table.

3. When you paste 
the table into Word, it 
looks like this.

4. After editing in Word, 
it looks like this.

GETTING HELP

To obtain information on a function from a package that is installed and loaded, type ‘?function.name’ at the 
prompt. For example, if you want to know more about the freq function, type: ‘?freq’. Because the descr package 
is loaded, R will show the R documentation for freq:


